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This is a love story between an American
male pursuing a Ph.D. in Clinical
Psychology and an English woman who is
the chief librarian of University College
Medical School on the campus of the
University of London back in the nineteen
fifties. Both are around thirty years old and
 are extremely shy and cautions towards
each other until they discover after a
lengthy courtship that Frederica is a
superior classical violinist hiding from her
parents as a librarian and Benjamin is a
superior singer of folk songs and love
ballads to his own accompaniment on the
guitar. They fall deeply in love after
appreciating the tremendous musical talent
of each other and make love the same
evening for the first time at his Hampstead
apartment. She is a family heiress to a huge
financial fortune, and he is a dedicated
psychotherapist with his own private
practice, but her mother thinks that
Benjamin has fallen in love with Frederica
only because he wants her money.
Frederica falls ill with malaria and enters a
coma in a hospital in Mombay, India while
on holiday. This brings her mother and
Benjamin to her bed side and forces them
both to encounter in emotional depth one
another for the first time when he tells her
why she has been such a failure as a
mother. She realizes what an intuitively
gifted man he is and her contempt for him
slowly softens and he similarly softens in
his contempt for her the more receptive she
becomes to the wisdom of his observations
about her. Benjamin and Frederica happily
marry, thereafter do joint concert tours
together, and during their later years move
into a magnificent castle on a huge
property near St. Albans after her parents
have passed away.
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