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illustrated. 1888 Excerpt: ...was concluded (1576) by conditions more favorable to the
Huguenots than those of any previous peace. Peace of Chastenoy ( Paix de Monsieur, after the
duke of Alencon) May 6, 1576. Hence dissatisfaction among the Catholics. Origin of the Holy
League (1576) which in alliance with Philip II. of Spain purposed the annihilation of the
reformed party, and the elevation of the Guises to the throne. The king, out of fear of the
League proclaimed himself its head and forbade the exercise of the Protestant religion
throughout France. The Protestants and moderate Catholics had joined forces in 1575 by the
confederation of Milhaud (politique-Huguenot). Sixth Civil War, wherein the Huguenots were
defeated, but obtained favorable terms at the peace of Bergerac (or Poitiers, Sept. 17,1577), as
the king was unwilling to let the League become too powerfid. In spite of the renewal of the
treaty of peace, not one of its articles was executed. This caused the Seventh Civil War (La
guerre des amoureux) (1580), which was ended in the same year by the treaty of Fleix (near
St. Foy), Nov. 26, in which the conditions granted the Huguenots in former treaties were
confirmed. The death of Francis, duke of Alencon (since the accession of Henry III., duke of
Anjou), the younger brother of the king, in 1584 rendered the extinction of the house of Valois
certain. As it was the intention of the League to exclude from the throne Henry of Navarre,
who belonged to the reformed religion, and to give the crown to the latters uncle, the Cardinal
of Bourbon, and as the League meantime induced the king to revoke the concessions granted
to the Huguenots, there broke out the 1585-1589. Eighth Civil War called the War of the Three
Henrys (Henry III. of Valois, Henry of Navarre, Henry of Guise). The ...
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