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Europe, and its character and merits have been so ably exhibited to the English public, that it
would be more than superfluous to insist on them here. It is therefore only needful that I
should say a few words on the version of it now offered to the public. The gravity and
importance of the subject, the undiminished interest which it excites, and the conspicuous
good faith and impartiality with which it has been considered and treated by the author, seem
to demand some explanation of the views by which I have been guided in the execution of my
task. I undertook it not without an earnest sense of the responsibility of rendering into English
a history of that great divergence of religious opinions, which has so long occupied the
attention and inflamed the passions of Europe, and my anxiety to acquit myself of See the
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writings, such as: Philosophy, Classics, Science, Religion, History, Folklore and
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